48                    A FLY ON THE WHEEL

determined. Then, a swallowing of scalding cups of tea,
accompanies by some knobs of hard biscuit, and with a hasty
buckling on of revolvers we were off again.

I led the advance with my men, having the guide fastened to
to me by a rope. The cavalry were to make a detour right and
left to take the enemy in flank.

Our guide seemed cool and composed enough in his post of
danger, for the leading man of a column is pretty sure to be
knocked over by the first volley. He walked quietly in front
of me, scrutinizing the path and kicking the stones as he went,
Presently, as we entered a thick overhanging jungle, he stopped,
and pointed out the fresh footprint of a man who, he said,
must have just gone in front of us, running.

Running meant bearing tidings of our coming, so there was
evidently no time to lose, and we too pushed on at the double,
and in a few moments firing began on both sides, we advancing
as we fired, and the enemy retiring as fast as possible.

On we went, running and panting, up precipitous rocky paths,
through the beds of watercourses, scratched and torn by the
thorns of cane and bamboo, bleeding and bruised from heavy
falls; but with all our haste we found on reaching their maiii
position nothing but their deserted fires, not even their dinners
had been left behind 1

We had killed two of their rear-guard and, happily, lost none
of our men,

We returned to Joorum in the afternoon.   The Madrasees,

both officers and men, were much exhausted ; but S-----and

I, with our Bengal party, prided ourselves on showing no
fatigue, although I may confess that I felt well-nigh extenuated,
and would have given all my worldly goods for a bottle of be&r, ,

There was, I need hardly say, no beer in that thixgty '
|amd*    AH supplies were finished, and at the rate at which '
^We> moved about there seemed small chance of replenishing our
of luxuries, for we seemed daily to get further and
from civilization,

did -not abandon our pursuit of the rebels, but,
l^iag,witli the Divisional Police at ABpura,
tK'TBe'.Bolice Commandant, with a party,of
-off.from the r^st oi\T&

